
Understanding:  
Archaeological works 



Archaeological works investigate, assess and record
archaeological remains. They can include: Desk-Based
Assessment, Geophysical Survey, Trial Trench Evaluation,
Where a site has archaeological potential, the NPPF
requires a desk-based assessment and “where necessary” 
a field evaluation (NPPF paragraph 200). Evaluation
techniques include geophysical survey and trial trench
evaluation.

Where there will be loss of archaeological remains, the
NPPF requires these to be recorded (NPPF paragraph 211).

What are archaeological works?
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Desk-Based Assessment (DBA)
A Desk-Based Assessment will include a review of heritage
databases and historical sources such as the National
Heritage List for England, the county Historic Environment
Record (HER), historic maps, documentary sources, aerial
photographs, and site visit.

A DBA will review existing information and assess the
potential impact of an application. It may also comment
on the need for further works.

2

A building, monument, site, place, area or landscape
identified as having a degree of significance meriting
consideration in planning decisions, because of its
heritage interest.

Source: NPPF Annex 2

Heritage significance:



Geophysical Survey
Geophysical survey is a non-intrusive evaluation
technique. It includes Magnetometer survey. Equipment
is either hand-held or mounted on a cart and is carried
or pulled across a site.
 
Buried archaeological features may have different
magnetic properties to surrounding areas.

A geophysical survey can be an effective evaluative
technique but it does not identify all below-ground
archaeological features. 
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Trial Trench Evaluation
Trial trenching is an intrusive evaluation
technique for a specified percentage,
typically 2% - 5% of a site area. 

Overlying deposits are removed by machine
to reveal  archaeological features. These are
then investigated by hand.

It is an effective method for characterising the
nature of below-ground remains and
confirming significance. 

If remains of archaeological interest are
found, further work may be required.
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Excavation 
Where a development will remove remains of
archaeological interest, excavation may be required as a
condition of planning permission. 

Aim: To record archaeological remains prior to their
destruction in order to advance our understanding of them. 

How: The area of interest will be stripped by a machine and
exposed features will be hand excavated & analysed.
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Undertaken where the remains do not
warrant excavation, or the nature of the
development makes watching brief more
suitable. 

Includes monitoring during ground works,
with time allowed to record any remains of
archaeological interest.

Watching Brief



Our Archaeology Services
Preparation of reports including Desk-Based
Assessments, Heritage Statements and Cultural Heritage
Chapters for Environmental Statements. 

Consultation with archaeological advisors to agree the
scope, nature and timing of archaeological works.

Collation of quotes for archaeological fieldwork and
liaison with project teams while the work is undertaken.

Review results of fieldwork, assess significance and
advise on next-steps.

For more information, contact your local CSA Environmental
office to discuss your project requirements.
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