
Ecology Series 

Let's talk: bats
Understanding the latest bat survey requirements



When is a bat survey required?
Bats are a protected species, with both bats themselves
and their respective roosts being protected from damage
and disturbance.

If you have potential to impact bats or their habitats, you
may need a survey to determine whether they are
present, and gather further information on species,
numbers of bats and roost types.
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Impacting a building, structure or tree where bat
roosting features are present (this includes
underground features such as caves)

Impacting habitats that may be used by foraging or
dispersing bats, such as hedgerows, woodland, trees
and waterways

You will most likely need a bat survey if you are:



Types of bat surveys: 
Our bat surveys are carried out by licenced specialists in
the CSA team, that can be found in all our offices. They
have a wealth of experience with bat mitigation and
licensing, which is essential as this is can be both
complicated and time critical work.
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The type of survey depends on the 
project, impacts and habitats present.

Surveys of potential roosts would aim to look for evidence
of bats or determine the usage of the feature by bats, and
there are various ways we can do this.

Any surveys of suitable habitats for foraging or dispersing
bats would comprise static monitoring and night-time
walkover surveys.



Static Monitoring + 
Night-time Bat Walkover Surveys
To determine bat usage along suitable habitats, static
detectors should be deployed within all habitats at the Site
to allow for a comparative assessment of activity. 

If a Site is well connected to the adjacent hedgerow
network, monthly static surveys between April and October
are likely to be required.
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Previously known as transect surveys  the new ‘night-time 
bat walkover surveys’ record bats and identify key bat
activity, such as foraging behaviour and clear flightlines via: 

A stationery observation period 
Walking a predetermined route 

The information gathered builds a clear picture of bat
activity on-site, including how bat assemblages change
monthly or seasonally, and how they react to certain
features, such as lighting or livestock.



New tree roosting categorisations: 

PRF-I - could support individual or small numbers of bats

PRF-M - could support several bats or a maternity colony

Ground-Level Tree Assessments: 
Ground-Based Tree Assessments are now known as 
Ground-Level Tree Assessments (GLTA). These daytime 
visits will either identify a tree as having potential roosting
features, no features seen, or the tree has potential to
support features but they cannot be seen from ground level.
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Following the GLTA, a climbing
survey may also be required.  
Climbing and endoscope surveys
have been prioritised over night-
time emergence or pre-dawn
surveys as they are able to truly
determine a feature’s suitability
for bats, and look for evidence as
well as live bats within the tree.



Roost Presence / Absence
(summer / hibernation)
Bats use a variety of features and this can change depending
on the time of year and the species of bat present. 

If a feature is assessed as having roost suitability, further
survey work to determine presence / likely absence of bats
within roosts will be required. 
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In trees, this may comprise three climbing and endoscope
surveys in the bat active season (May to August).

For buildings, or trees that are not safe to be climbed,
evening dusk emergence surveys should be undertaken
using night vision aids (NVA). Potential features are
observed for up to two hours after sunset to look for
emerging bats.

It's important to remember that bats also use features in the
winter for hibernation and these are just as important as
summer roosts. Where hibernation potential is identified,
winter visits can be undertaken to look for hibernating bats .
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How do I get started?
Contact us today & our experts will lead your next steps. 

Our bat surveys include:

Static Monitoring + Night-time Bat Walkover Surveys
Ground-Level Tree Assessments
Climbing and endoscope surveys
Building inspections
Roost emergence/re-entry surveys
Trapping surveys to confirm species identifications.

Unlike many smaller firms, we have a large in-house
resource in terms of equipment and staff enabling us to
tackle large or complex sites without complications.

For more information, or to 
obtain a quote, please visit

csaenvironmental.co.uk


