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Let's talk: PEA
Preliminary Ecological Appraisal



A Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) is the first stage in
assessing the ecological value of a Site, allowing the ecologist
to present any ecological constraints or opportunities that
may exist. A PEA will also advise of any further ecological
surveys that may be required, or any specific mitigation
measures which could be necessary.

What is a PEA?
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It includes:

A walkover survey of the Site (using UK Habitat
methodology), including species lists of each habitat.
The creation of a habitats plan, mapping out where each
habitat, or any interesting ecological features occur on
the Site.
Looking for evidence of or potential for protected species
within or adjacent to the site.
A desktop study – including assessing data from biological
record centres and mapping programmes to provide
background data and context
If buildings are present on the Site, a Preliminary Roost
Assessment (PRA) to look for signs of bats may also be
required.



Failure to include a PEA (or EcIA) in a
planning application can result in planning
refusal or significant delays.

PEAs are suitable for both large and small developments,
with their purpose simply to demonstrate that the applicant
has sufficiently considered the ecological value of the Site. 

Any development Site which contains or is directly adjacent
to semi-natural habitats is required to produce a PEA, with
some previously-developed sites also required to produce
one, too.

When do you need a PEA?
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This could include surveys for protected species
such as bats, reptiles and great crested newts.
Once these surveys have been completed and
the design proposals for the Site have been
reviewed, an Ecological Impact Assessment will
be written, encompassing the results from all the
ecological surveys at the Site and fully assessing
the impact of the development on the Site.

What comes after the PEA?
If any ecological constraints or further survey work is
required at the Site, as set out within the PEA, then further
ecological advice and reporting may be required to be
submitted as part of the planning application.
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If no ecological constraints are identified in association
with the Site, and no further protected species surveys are
required, then the PEA should be sufficient to satisfy the
relevant planning authority that ecology has been
considered within the proposals.



Our Ecology team have a passion for ecological issues
with an objectivity that comes from understanding the
commercial pressures you face. 

Contact us today and we will guide your next steps. 

Contact our experts
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