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Understanding: BNG 
Guiding you through Mandatory Net Gain
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Statutory Biodiversity Metric
The Statutory Biodiversity Metric Calculation Tool enables the
calculation of biodiversity units, at baseline and post-
development. 

Our team of ecologists have the expertise to undertake the
habitat classification survey and habitat condition assessment
required to inform the calculation of baseline biodiversity
units*. They then work closely with our landscape design and
masterplanning teams to develop well thought out schemes
which can deliver BNG requirements alongside development.

Biodiversity Units After
(Post- Intervention) 

HOW TO CALCULATE CHANGE IN BIODIVERSITY UNITS:

Biodiversity Units Before
(Baseline)

Biodiversity Units are calculated separately for area (‘Habitat Units’)
and linear habitats (‘Hedgerow Units’ and ‘Watercourse Units’)



Requirements of Mandatory
Biodiversity Net Gain
Our team have a clear understanding of the requirements
for:

Biodiversity Statements (for planning applications)

Biodiversity Gain Plans (a pre-commencement condition
of most planning consents)

The application of the ‘Small sites Metric’

BNG exemptions

We can guide you through the BNG process through all
stages of planning and BNG journey
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Habitat Management and
Monitoring Plans (HMMP):
Significant on-site Net Gain and Off-site Gains must be
secured for 30 years via a legal agreement (S106 +/-
Condition / Conservation Covenant). 

A HMMP will required to demonstrate how habitat creation
and enhancement measures will be achieved, who will be
responsible and how it will be monitored. 

Our ecology and landscape teams work collaboratively to
produce bespoke HMMPs, which form part of the
Biodiversity Gain Plan which must be approved by the LPA
as part of a pre-commencement planning condition
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River Condition
Assessments for BNG
The Statutory Biodiversity Metric comprises three parts:

Valuation of habitat units,
Linear units (e.g. hedgerows) 
River units. 

An accredited River Condition Assessor must complete
the baseline survey required to complete the river units
calculation. 

CSA have a team of 11 accredited River Condition
Assessors (MorPH5 and Cartographer Software users),
and can help complete this part of the BNG Assessment
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Your BNG one-stop shop:
At the due diligence stage - early feasibility appraisals
to look at the implications of BNG.
Expert advice for land promotion to help ensure
schemes are deliverable.
At the application stage, we can ensure your proposal
is compliant in legal and policy terms and help you to
find the best solution.
We will help you optimise on-site design options:
equally, we have a wealth of experience in securing
the delivery of biodiversity offsets, when appropriate. 
Our Ecologists are experts at managing the BNG
process – surveying, establishing baselines, preparing
Metric calculations and identifying solutions.
Our Masterplanning team can optimise your scheme to
minimise biodiversity losses on-site, balancing this with
other design influences. 
Our Landscape Architects can draw up proposals that
maximise the biodiversity value of new landscaping.
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For more information contact one of our experienced ecologists
in Hampshire, Hertfordshire, Gloucestershire or Sussex

csaenvironmental.co.uk

http://www.csaenvironmental.co.uk/

