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What is a ve’rercm tree?

Trees are descrlbed as veteran when they s
display features which are assoc:ﬁ'fédﬂmfh -
hard life, such as hollowing, large dead

branches, mlssmg;’hﬂed bark, water poollng and
fungi/plants growmg on ﬂa_‘ face These

providing habitat for a rqnge of gﬁétﬂéS“‘%
including mveriebrates bats %rds and fungl
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They are defined slightly differently by the
- used in
arboricultural assessments and the
regulations - used in ecology.

HOW DO THEY DIFFER? &>
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How old is ancient? It depends on

o opgeo ! .
Definitions = sttt rase.

NPPF

A tree which, because of its age, size and
condition, is of exceptional biodiversit
cultural or heritage value. All rees
are veteran frees. Not all veteran trees are
old enough to be ancient, but are old
relative to other trees of the same species.
Very few trees of any species reach the
ancient life-stage.

BNG

Veteran trees exhibit one or more of the
following: i) Significant decay features such
as deadwood, hollowing or signs of
advanced decay in the trunk or major
limbs, ii) a large girth, depending on and
relative to species, site and management
history, iii) a high value for nature,
especially in hosting rare or specialist
fungi, lichens and deadwood inveriebrates.
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The challenge

e Airee needn’t be large to be a ‘BNG veteran’, and )
more trees may qualify as ‘BNG veterans’ than ‘NPPF £
veterans’, but recording both on site is essential.

'NPPF veterans' are considered irreplaceable, /
needing enlarged buffer to protect the habitats, as
specified in the Natural England Standing Advice.

‘BNG veterans’ are included in biodiversity
metric calculations, influencing habitat
condition assessment for woodland, ’ v
hedgerows and tree lines that contain them. :?f! P, s
They also often support roosting bats or birds, i‘,?: -
and add visual amenity.

For NPPF ancient or veteran trees

(including those on the woodland s
boundary), the buffer must be at least

15% the tree’s diameter, or 5 metres

beyond the canopy edge if that’s

greater.


https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-woodland-ancient-trees-and-veteran-trees-advice-for-making-planning-decisions

Delivering BNG:

Habitat Management & Monitoring Plan

River Condition Assessments

environmental
achieving better outcomes for

people, places and nature

Insig h-I-: IdeTifying veteran ’rr.ees early

minimises issues and informs better design.
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Let's talk: birds L

. It's nesting and breeding bird survey fime now

BNG Series - 1

Understqndmg BNG

M Guiding you through Mandatory Net Gain

Unders’randlng HRA

Habitat Regulations Assessments (HRA)

o - |
BNG Series - 2 L e | Emhw _ .I " o
Understanding: RCA B Lef's talk: PEA Let's talk: Let's talk: bq’rs

Great crested newts

Pre“minaw Ecalaglcul Appmlsal Understanding the latest bat survey requirements

@ Explore more insights on our website

contact our expert teams in Hampshire,
Hertfordshire, Gloucestershire, South Yorkshire or Sussex
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