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Let's talk:
Great crested newts
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Great crested newts (GCN)
—why are they protected?

Great crested newts are a species of amphibian, spending
their springs and summers breeding in ponds, followed by
feeding on invertebrates and hibernating in hedgerows,
woodlands and grasslands for the rest of the year.

Although rather widespread within the UK, in the last
century GCN have seen vast declines across Europe,
meaning England supports a stronghold for the species.

GCN are a European Protected Species, and
are protected in both the UK and Ireland
through the Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981.:

e |tis an offence to: kill, injure, capture or
disturb them; damage or destroy their
habitat; and to possess, sell or trade.

e This law refers to all life stages, including
eggs.
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Why does the phrase GCN
cause developers to groan?

Great crested newts have received bad press in the past,
with Boris Johnson labelling them ‘a drag on the Prosperity
of this Country’ in 2020.

They are often synonymous with delays in planning and
unexpected costs due to often requiring a suite of

Investigative surveys, as well as potentially licensing and
mitigation (all of which can be seasonally constrained).

However, this does not have to be
the case.

Being informed about great

crested newts and their survey
window can help to flag suitable
sites early and ensure the planning
process runs smoothly.




Great crested newts can only be surveyed for during the
breeding season, when they are out of hibernation and actively
using ponds for breeding. This is a short window from mid-March
to mid-June, (with at least half of survey visits needing to occur
between mid-April to mid-May).

Traditional survey methods can be used to both confirm presence
or ‘likely absence’ of great crested newts within a pond, as well as
conduct a population assessment if any newts are present.

Methodology:
e 4-6 nights of bottle trapping — using plastic bottle traps
overnight to count the newts present within the pond
e Evening torch surveys to spot any newts in the pond
e Daytime surveys searching by hand for eggs
e Daytime net surveys

These surveys are required in order to gain a European Protected
Species (EPS) Licence to permit development.




Becoming increasingly popular, €DNA involves taking a small
number of water samples from a pond and sending these off for
analysis to detect if the DNA of any great crested newts has been
identified within the pond. eDNA can be carried out successfully at
any time of year, however can only be used as evidence of
presence or absence when carried out from mid-April until the end
of June.

If the results are negative, eDNA canbe a
cheaper and quicker alternative to traditional

surveys, allowing the development to go ahead
without a licence. Negative results from eDNA
can also be used as part of a full EPS licence.

If the results are positive, a population
assessment is required, meaning full surveys, with
six pond visits, are still necessary.

eDNA surveys can also be used to inform a
District Level Licence, if available in your area
(see next slide).
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Understanding your options:
Strategic Mitigation Approaches (District Level Licensing)

District level licensing Is a new method of licensing that reduces
delays for developers. It is simpler and quicker, with no requirement
for any survey work to obtain a licence. Licences can

also be issued much quicker than a full EPS licence, usually taking a
matter of days and often not requiring any b esp oke on-site
mitigation or p ost-develop ment monitoring.

These licensing schemes are being rolled out across the UK by both
Natural England and NatureSpace. Some counties do not yet have
district level licensing set up, and so it is imp ortant to check if this Is
available in your area, and who controls these licences.

Although no surveys are required, survey information (such as
eDNA) can vastly reduce the cost of these licences and the two are
often used in conjunction.
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Contact our experts

Our Ecology team have a passion for ecological issues
with an objectivity that comes from understanding the
commercial pressures you face. Contact us today and

we will guide your next steps.

For more information:




